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. Samuel . Johnson

‘came closer

~mostly
.clubs gnd staves, against 5

'THIS week Offa’s

hill’

. People takes Bex-
s history into

the 18th century
when smugglers”’
thrived and
blood; ¥ battles

raged.

A SMUGGLER, wrote Dr
i “his
famous dictionary, is -a
“wretch “who. imports’ “or
exports goods = without,
payment’ = of~ customs.
Excise taX, he defined

“earlier in “the dictmnary

as “a hateful tax.” .

Economlst Adam Smith
was_less ambivalent:

“Ta pretend to have any’
geruple * about . : buying,
smuggled ‘goods’ would in
most countries be

" regarded-as one of ;those -

pedantic . pieces .of hypo- .
crisy -which, instead of

" gaining credit with any-

body, serve only to expose
the person who affects to
practice _them - to. the |
suspicion of being a
greater knave than the
rest of his neighbours.”
Bexhill's® Tattitude, in
common withimany Sus-
sex - and 'Kent towns,’
to  Smith's
view than to Johnson's.
" From the 18th century
onwards a local gang of
about: 30 well-organised
and determined men
worked full-time at smug-
gling, fighting

usually ' successful —
around Norman's Bay.
battles with customs uen
Their, success, ' despite ”
‘using wooden

the,_-customs men'’s | cut-
lasses, . was ; frequentl_y v
thanks to the hundreds of

any |
‘number’ of bloody — and

locals who would turn out |

- to help them‘

.. The gang owned fwo
mOCKll‘A ey nameu hi\.IEEﬂ .
Charlotte . after . King .
George III's wife, the
other The Long Boat.
They were kept at Willow
Jot, a stone’s ‘throw from
the Star Inn, Norman’s
Bay,y isolated as it -was .
from Bexhill village itself,
remained a smugglers |
haven
after wholesale smuggling’
had been wiped out on
the rest of Sussex, ?
Throughout the eight-
eenth and. early nine- .
teenth century, The Sus=
sex Advertiser somehow. '

up to 1850, well."

--managed {o- carry- storles
.about:
. smuggling -~ .a feat of -
journalism,” as.

smugglers,. < “and
résolute
anyone caught talking 'to
the * Press . was huokmg
‘themselves the
porary ¢quivalent o: &
)oncrete overepat,
"The * 'ercest
were fought in the nine-
teenth century, initially-

with ' Preventive Service. .

and the ‘Coast Blockade,
egtablished in 1817 of dra-

conitem- -

ba{tles- y

+ smuggling’
. In their flrst iwo vears of'
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‘& million pounds

‘and

i

" goons and “royal naval
. officers - and seamen.
Later they . fought  the -

Board of Customs’ Coast-"
guard Service, who took
over completely from the
Coast Blockade in Sussex
in 1831, ;

The Coastguard were

formed in 1822, when the

government also reduced
the Excise tax on, spirits
in a dual bid to make
unprofitable.

operation. the  Coast-
guards captured a: total,
of 52 ships and 385 boats,

around England's ccast —

at a cost of maintaining
the service of over half
each
year. A

Even before the Coast.
Blockade and the Coast-
guards offered smugglers
a real challenge, Bexhill,
smugglers had met their
match in Captain ' John
Clark, commander of HM
Revenue  Cutter Vulture
operating” out of New-
haven, ! .

Clark  believed  that
threequarterg of the con-
traband landed hetween

Hastings and Newhaven'

came  ashore at
Isolated Star
Vulture, . a fast® boat
armed with a cannon in

" its bows. could easily out-

strip  the square- sallcd
luggers, weighed down 'to
the gunwalés with brandy
casks, operated by the
smugglc’s

On October 21, 1805 —

while the Battle of Tra--
falgar was being fought .
. Clark did just that.

Patrolling off Beach)}
Head he spotted a
heavily-laden lugger
headed for Normanr's Bay.
He gave chase, caught it,
captured the crew
and 540 casks of brondy.

On January 6 the fol-
lowing year he caught a
lugger a mile oul from

$ BETWEEN the Wars,
Littlo Common  residents
staged a procession of
smugpelers in the Bexhiil
Pagepnt, | o Bt

ovea
" who had’sold information

Inn, - Hisg™

Norman's Bay, carrying

500 parcels of tea, cosling -

a massive 11 8 a 1b
in: England at the time
(compared to brandy at
only 5s a gallon).

A deceada later customs

# mien 'aboard the {frigaie

Osprey ordered a lugger
off the coast of Bexhill
to  heave-to, When it
failed to obey, the Osprey
fired on it, and the lugger
dashed’ for' the beach,
where the crew dispersed
and escaped. One of them
a wanted outlaw,

to the French about the
state of the British Navy.

Some 300 smugglers,
armed with cudgels and
poles (six foot long, made
of ash. gathered in front
‘'of The Star Inn on
February 13, 1822, to
unload . contraband from
the ;. Queen - Charlotte,
stood close inshore. The

Queen Charlotte flashed a
recognition light — but —

. man named Welch,
. jumped into the unload-

happily for the boat and
its crew — before the
onshore smugglers could
flash the all clear reply,
customs men armed with
carbines challenged them.

. The smugglers advanced.

one was shot = but {be
Charlotte, and a coach

t.'and six waiting to load

the cargo, escaped.
(There is a t{heory that
the coach had a lady pus-
senper and was waiting
to earry military or diplo-

. matic seerets conveyed by
a spy on. the Queen Char-,

lotte). |

Two years later, in Sep-
tember, seven smugglers
were captured along with
a " hundred casks of
spirits. But' a customs
who

ing boat, wag in turn cap-
tured ‘when the boat
escaped. His mauled
corpse was discovered in
the sands the fullowm,
morning.

q

Hospital
cash
cuts
threat

A ONE million pound
back-log of essential main-

tenance work threatens

local hospitals.

The district management
team is becoming concerned
about the ‘eondition of its
buildings, many of which are

| old,

Cash-  for maintenance
work has been limited for
years,

“Clearly, it is not practical
to recover quickly from that
position,” the management
team told authority’ members
yesterday.

The opening of the new
distriet general hospital muay
make some of the worlk
unnece! ry. But that will
not be much hefore the turn
of the century.

In some cases a cash cure
is the only answer.

This yeanr HMastings was
allocated only £270,000 for
capital projects. Next year

the figure is likely to remain
the same.

Estimates show that this
year the money could be
£25,420 overspent.

Now Hastings is asking
the regional healih authority
for permmission to swep over
some ecash revenue under-
spent lasl year plus a pro-
portion of is general- cont-
ingency fund.

This would cover the over-
spending and still  Jeave
some cash for priorily capl-
tal building and engineering
schemes.

e

Elderly home

A LARGE detached house in
Plemont Gardens, standing
in a quarter-acre of land,
can be converted into a rosi-
dential home for the clderly,
Rother planning committee
recommended on Thursday,

despite Chamber of Com-
merce and neighbours’ ¢h-
jections.

All change
PENLAND House in Pen-

land Road is suitable Jfor
conversion into a residential
home for the elderly, says.
Rother planning committee.
Councillors also gave permis-
sion for a new kitchen and
porch.

‘Serap the UN’
“SHOULDN'T We Scrap the
United Nations?” is the title
of an address to be given
by Malcolm Harper, director
of the United Nations Asso-
ciation, at the De La Warr
Pavilion on November 26.

Office space

MORE offices are needed in

the town cenire. Thorne
Properties Litd, of . The
Thorne, Ninfield Road, is

seeking planning permission
to convert flats into officcs
at Everslcy Road.

Open air mass

LOCAL members of thae
United Reformed Church
were among 3,500 pcople who
gathered on Fastbourne sca
front for a Provincial Day
open-air mass on Salurday,

Store move

¥. FORTE Developnients
Litd gained Rother planning
permission this week to con-
vert a janitor's store at the

former Devonshire Hotel
into an office,

Car stolen

A  DARK hlue Cortina
valued at {200 was stolen

Jrom Juhilee Road reecently.
The 10g'st1‘atiun number is
OGJ 825K




