William Bristow Tribunal Reports


Military Service Tribunals- Transcriptions of Newspaper Reports

WB-001

From Bexhill Chronicle 25th March 1916 (DSCF1898) – Local Tribunal

Conscientious objector and ambulance work
W Bristow, auctioneer and estate agents clerk, claimed exemption on the ground that he was a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ and he conscientiously leaved that Christ's teaching in the Bible was that it was wrong to kill men stop at the same time he was ready to take up ambulance work, but he could not conscientiously enter the combatant service.

The Local Tribunal, the Clerk stated, had said they were not satisfied with his objections, and refused exemption.

Mr Bristow said he was not a man to shirk responsibility. He had held these views for many years. He had told Mr Carrick from the first that this was the difficulty that prevented him from joining the Army. That was some months ago, and he still conscientiously felt that he could not take life.

In reply to questions by individual members of the Tribunal, the applicant said he belonged to the Brethren.

The Chairman: The Plymouth Brethren? – Not necessarily the Plymouth Brethren, but the Brethren.

Councillor Perrins: Do you believe that what ever your duty is, it is your duty to do it? – There is first my duty towards God.

Councillor Perrins: And then towards man? – Yes, but I cannot take life. If you grant an extension from the combatant service, I can go into the Army with a good conscience.

The Chairman: But you would take the advantages and benefits for which other men are fighting? If the fighting men prevent the enemy from overrunning England, you would reap the benefit? – God is over me.

The Chairman: He makes use of human means? – God's power is over the Army.

Councillor Perrins: Do you remember that Jesus said, "Render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and unto God the things that are God's?" – Yes, unto God.

Councillor Perrins: But He put Caesar first? – But He was not speaking to believers.

Major Grantham: How long has that been your opinion? – About 10 years.

Major Grantham: Do all your family believe in this sect? – Or my near relatives.

Major Grantham: You wish, I suppose, the war to end soon? – Certainly.

Major Grantham: Has not won love your brothers attested? – Yes, and he has done wrong, but I do not see that what he has done should affect other people. They must consider for themselves.

Major Grantham: The same people in your sect believing joining and others do not? – This should not be made a matter of what other people have done, each have to act for themselves.

The Tribunal announced that the applicant would be placed in the non-combatant service.
WB-002

From Bexhill Observer 25th March 1916 (P1050933) – Local Tribunal

“THE BRETHREN” AND THE WAR

William Bristow, auctioneer and estate agent’s clerk, had appealed on the ground that he was a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, and took the Bible as the word of God, and from his teaching he believed it wrong for believers to take a fellow human creature’s life. He was willing to take ambulance work, but could not conscientiously be in combatant service.

Mr Bristow had said he could not say what would happen if a child of his were to be killed.

The local Tribunal had intimated they were not satisfied that the objection rested genuinely on religious or moral conviction.

Bristow said he was not trying to shirk responsibility, but he had held for many years that it was wrong for Christian people to take human life. He told Mr Carrick when the Derby Scheme was instituted that that was his difficulties. It might be said: “Why did you not joined the Ambulance sooner?” The reason was that it had been closed for some months. He belonged to the Brethren.

The Deputy-Mayor – Do you believe in doing your duty, what ever it may be? – Yes, I do, Sir.

You state in your appeal that you will do your duty? – Yes, first my duty towards God.

And towards Man and your Country? – If you could give me exemption from combatant service he would put me in that part of the Army were I should not take life.

The Chairman asked Mr Bristow if you realise that he would be taking advantage of the benefits gained by brave men, which if he remained in England he would share in.
Mr Bristow – No, I don’t quite agree with that, because I believe that God’s power is over the power of man.

The Chairman pointed out that Bristow would be getting the benefits for which others had fought.

The Deputy-Mayor – If you read “Render unto Caesar”, you have a double duty. Mr Bristow – And I put my duty in God first.

The Deputy-Mayor – “Render unto Caesar” was put first.

Mr Bristow – Was He speaking to believers?

By Major Grantham - His own relatives belonged to the same denomination.

Major Grantham – You want the War to end as soon as possible? – Yes.

Major Grantham – If there were a number like you the war would not end soon.

The Chairman – The Tribunal will put you in non-combatant corps.
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